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OUR FORMULA IS SIMPLE

We believe in the 
potential of every child. 

We provide a positive learning 
environment of high expectations 
and individualized support from 

experienced, professional educators. 

We create a trusting bond with 
students and their families that builds 

a unique, close-knit community in 
which children thrive. 

Dear Friends,

We are delighted to share our 2025 Annual Report with you. Thanks to your generous support, this has been a 
remarkable year of growth and achievement for the more than 400 Bridgeport students aged PreK through college who 
participate in Horizons GFA.

Our core values—partnership, community, excellence, integrity, and an unwavering belief in the potential of every child—
guide everything we do. For more than 25 years, Horizons GFA has redefined what is possible for Bridgeport students. 
We serve as both a steady hand and a guiding heart for young people whose dreams match their vast potential, yet who 
continue to face systemic barriers to opportunity.

At Horizons GFA, we provide academic, enrichment, and social-emotional programming that empowers students 
to thrive in school, in college, and in life. Our commitment spans from childhood into early adulthood, and our 
engagement with each student’s entire family makes this work a true partnership. The combination of high-quality 
programming and the dedication of our students and staff consistently leads to extraordinary outcomes: the elimination 
of summer learning loss in our elementary students, a 100% high school graduation rate, and 100% of our college 
graduates securing full-time employment or enrolling in graduate school within one year.

Horizons GFA is entirely donor-funded—supported by individuals, foundations, corporations, and community partners 
who believe in educational equity. Every dollar invested goes directly to hands-on learning, mentorship, college 
readiness, and life skills that transform students’ futures and strengthen our communities. When donors like you step up, 
Horizons GFA students step into their potential.

We hope you can join us at our Winter Gala on February 26, 2026! Event details can be found at:
www.HorizonsGFA.org/Winter-Gala.

Wishing you a joyful holiday season, and once again, thank you. We truly could not do this work without you.

With gratitude,

 

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



PROGRAM DATA DASHBOARD

PREK-8 PROGRAM
Summer 2025 was a busy, joyful, and productive six weeks of learning and experiencing new things for our 213 
Bridgeport PreK-8 students. In keeping with our philosophy of work hard, play hard, our students grew their 
academic skills by an average of 5.5 months in reading and math and had enrichment experiences in cooking, 
art, chorus, karate, fitness, wrestling, swimming, biking, and shop. We watched in wonder as students explored 
our new STEM Center—building structures, coding robots, and experimenting with real-world science. Their 
excitement and curiosity filled the room as they discovered how fun learning can be when imagination and 
innovation come together. Our commitment to social-emotional learning (SEL) continued with PlayWorks, 
structured free time group activities that reinforce SEL concepts learned in the classroom. Students enjoyed 
a wide variety of field trips, and the 8th graders again went on their signature trip to Broadway. The summer 
finished with our annual Summer Celebration, where 400 family members and friends gathered for food, laughter, 
a singing performance, and a moving 8th grade graduation and 7th grade moving up ceremony. 

98%
RETENTION 

RATE

97%
ATTENDANCE 

 RATE

213
STUDENTS

HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM
Students enter the High School Program as 9th graders, moving from the GFA campus to our Bridgeport office. 
They begin four years of working one-on-one with an academic coach, who prepares and motivates them to 
achieve in high school in order to have the widest range of post-secondary options possible. 

2025 HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM 
SNAPSHOT

•	 112 students enrolled

•	 56 academic coaches

•	 2,860 academic coaching hours

•	 100% of 2025 HS seniors graduated

•	 68% entered a 4-year college, 32% 
entered a 2-year to start

•	 93% enrolled in a post-secondary 
program

The College & Career Success Program provides students with a robust support system after high school 
graduation. Students receive year-round individual check-ins each month, academic and career coaching, subject-
specific tutoring, connections with mentors, access to emergency funds when needed, and numerous events to 
promote career readiness. We currently have 79 students in the program working with 21 different coaches. Last 
spring, we celebrated the graduation of 8 of our college students, 7 of whom had been with the program – and 
each other – since Kindergarten! We anticipate 13 students will graduate from college in spring 2026; see schools 
our students are attending in the graphic below.

This year we awarded one Kreitler Scholarship of $20,000 per year over four years to academically motivated high 
school graduates entering college. Three Kreitler Persistence Scholarships of $5,000/year were also awarded to 
currently enrolled Horizons GFA college students. 

COLLEGE & CAREER SUCCESS PROGRAM



MEET THOMAS DONNELLY
Thomas Donnelly entered Horizons GFA as a Kindergartener in 2011. The son of 
an Ecuardorian mom and American dad, Thomas grew up in the Bridgeport public 
school system, attending Horizons ever since he was five years old. 

His memories run deep: he remembers his teachers, his volunteers, and everyone who 
ever rode his bus. Around 6th grade, he looked around and thought, “Oh, I get it, this 
is just summer school. I hate my life,” but by 8th grade, his thinking had crystallized 
into the realization of “Oh, I get it, people are doing this for me, not to me!” 

He started volunteering the first moment he could, feeling the need to give back, to 
“work down the debt.” Now a fixture in our summer program classrooms, Thomas 
organizes and runs the summer event that was of particular importance to him as a 
kid, Peace Games. His goal is simple: to create for today’s kids the kind of memories 
that shaped his own. 

From a young age, Thomas has always been a very talented artist. It comes easily 
to him. While he enjoys art as a relaxing past-time, he finds academic challenges be 
far more rewarding. Asked to draw a graphic to print onto Horizons GFA totes, the 
image he produced was so remarkable to us that we decided it belonged on the 
cover of this year’s annual report.

Last year, Thomas received a scholarship for his final two years at The American 
University, where he is a history major. His insightful and heartfelt thank you to our 
founders, Hoby and Sally Kreitler (see opposite page), reveals both the impact 
donors have on our students, as well as the character of this talented young adult.

I’m writing to express my heartfelt gratitude for your sponsorship of the HGFA College Persistence 
Scholarship, which I was honored to receive earlier this year. Knowing that this award is supported 
by the family who helped create Horizons at Greens Farms Academy makes it even more meaningful 
to me. While we’ve crossed paths a few times over the years, those interactions were brief, and my 
hope is that this letter offers a more lasting introduction, one in which I can share what Horizons GFA 
have meant to me.

From a young age, I heard stories about your early work with 
Horizons, about the efforts that led to the program’s implementation 
at GFA, the sandwiches made on tables outside GFA, and the first 
students swimming in your pool. Those stories have always stood 
out to me as examples of advocacy, perseverance, and hope, the 
very same values that Horizons has instilled in me as a student. Now, 
as a Horizons GFA staff member during the summers, and an intern 
at Horizons Greater Washington during the school year, I work to 
instill those same values in students who continue to thrive because 
of yours and other donors’ generosity. For years, this generosity 
was almost mythical to me. I’d hear about it often, and always with 
reverence, but it felt intangible, something admired from a distance. 
I now understand that what once felt abstract was simply beyond 
my comprehension as a younger student. 

Through this scholarship, I’ve come to know your generosity in a more direct and personal way. 
It's not just the financial support I appreciate, but what it represents: a legacy and continuation of 
care and commitment to the community that has shaped almost every aspect of my life. To me, this 
scholarship symbolizes more than persistence in education. It reflects a promise to give my full effort 
to Horizons for as long as I am able. I’ve often said in the past that Horizons placed an “irreversible 
debt” on me because of everything I’ve received. However, I’ve come to realize it’s not a debt, 
but an understanding of what it truly means to give back. Your support has only deepened that 
understanding.

As a young adult, I build on what I learned from my years at Horizons GFA, but I rely on the deeper 
values that Horizons has taught me. I don’t yet know where life will take me after college, but I know 
Horizons will always be a part of it. It’s shaped my choice to major in history, to pursue teaching, and 
to return each summer to the program 
that helped build the person I am 
today. 

I’m truly grateful for your continued 
dedication to a community I’m proud 
to call home.

Sincerely, 
Thomas Donnelly

Horizons GFA Founders Hoby & Sally Kreitler with 2025 College Grads

“I don’t know how 
people live every 
day without doing 
something good,  
something significant, 
something that gives 
back.”
 
– Thomas Donnelly

Photos on opposite page: top row (l) 
Thomas as a 1st grader; (r) drawing;  
bottom row (l) with his trumpet; 
center, working with young readers; 
and (r) tug of war, 2025 Peace Games

DEAR MR. AND MRS. KREITLER,



ADVANCING EDUCATIONAL EQUITY 
FOR BRIDGEPORT PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS

•	 Horizons GFA is an innovative academic enrichment program that was established in 2000, the first Horizons 
program to address the rapidly growing achievement gap in Bridgeport.  

•	 While Horizons operates under the non-profit status of GFA, we are wholly independent and self-funded, raising 
100% of our budget from events, individual giving, foundations, and community organizations. GFA generously 
provides administrative support, valuable guidance, and facilities critical to the operation of the program, but 
provides no direct financial support. 

•	 Our students are admitted from under-performing Bridgeport public schools. Families must meet income limits. We 
do not admit students from parochial or private schools as our charter requires that we support Bridgeport students 
with the greatest need of educational opportunity. Two-thirds of our students are below grade level when they enter 
the program. 

•	 Horizons GFA started as a K-8 program but rapidly expanded as our students encountered the challenges of high 
school and post-secondary education. We have grown from 24 students in 2000 to now serving 408 students in 
grades PreK through college. We are currently the only Horizons affiliate (there are 72) that serves students from 
PreK all the way through college and career. 

•	 With three integrated programs, we commit to supporting our students tuition-free for 16+ years as they progress 
through their educational journey. Our program components were designed to to serve students at each stage 
of development, and include the PreK-8 Program, the High School Program, and the College and Career Success 
Program.  

•	 Horizons GFA has been providing tiered, age-appropriate social-emotional learning (SEL) skills training for over 10 
years. Our curriculum is infused with SEL concepts to reinforce empathy, self-awareness, resilience, and positive 
relationship-building in every aspect and at every level of the learning experience. 

100% 
High School Graduation

For over a decade, 100% 
of our high school students 
have graduated on time. By 
contrast, 42% of Bridgeport 
public school students are at 
risk of not graduating from 
high school due to chronic 

absenteeism, too few credits, 
or dropping out. 

 

100% 
Admission to College
All students are admitted 

to a post-secondary 
program, either a two or 
four year, depending on 

the career goals, and 92% 
graduate within six years, 

with 100% employed 
within one year of 

graduation.

4-6 MONTHS 
Academic Growth

Over just six weeks every 
summer, our PreK-8 students 

make incredible gains in reading 
and math, with below-grade 
level students making even 

greater gains. Our programming 
eliminates summer learning 

loss, the primary cause of the 
achievement gap. 

WHO ARE WE? 

OUR RESULTS!

The operations of Horizons GFA are entirely self-funded, with 100% of revenue coming from charitable giving 
by individuals, foundations, community organizations and corporations. In addition, we receive, and greatly 
benefit from, the educational expertise and in-kind administrative services generously provided by Greens 
Farms Academy.

We continually strive to diversify our fundraising portfolio to ensure a stable funding base. We pursue new 
funding sources from foundations, community organizations, and individuals to ensure multi-year sustainability.

We are in the early stages of multi-year and pledged giving initiatives in addition to exploring expanded 
corporate support. Our goal is to maintain consistent, predictable revenue that can accommodate budgetary 
growth without sacrificing program integrity.

2025 REVENUES

EVENTS   56%

HORIZONS BRIDGEPORT  13%

PROFESSIONAL FOUNDATIONS  11%

INDIVIDUAL GIVING  8%

FAMILY FOUNDATIONS  7%

MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE  5%

YEAR-ROUND SALARIES & BENEFITS  38%

PREK-8 OPERATING EXPENSES & PART-TIME SALARIES  34%

HS PROGRAM OPERATING EXPENSES & PART-TIME SALARIES  14%

FUNDRAISING EXPENSES  10%

COLLEGE PROGRAM OPERATING EXPENSES & PART-TIME SALARIES  4%

2025 EXPENSES

FINANCIALS

WAYS TO SUPPORT HORIZONS GFA

1.
Online via Credit Card

2.
Mail a Check to:

Horizons GFA
35 Beachside Avenue
Westport, CT 06880

3.
Gift By:

Wire transfer, Stock, or 
Matching Gifts 

Please contact Allison Ocampo, 
aocampo@gfacademy.org



1830 Family Foundation 
A.C. Israel Foundation, Inc.
Rob and Talley Ackerman
Jensen and Danneel Ackles
Heidi Adair 
Andrew and Michelle Adams
Georgia and Charlie Adams
Simon and Jessie Adams
Brendan and Katie Ahern
Sid Ahuja
Alene’s Ice Cream 
Barbara and Ron Amone
Anonymous (3)
Henry and Tara Backe
Frances Baldwin
Ellen and Tyler Baldwin
Chris and Jennifer Bargas
Amy Barnouw
Griffin Barstis 
Bill Baxter
Patty and Bruce Beck
Bedford Family Social
   Responsibility Fund
Olin and Caroline Belsinger
Debbie Benner
Mary and James Bennett
Bernstein Philanthropic Impact Fund
Vani and Manu Bettegowda
Cynthia Bigelow
The Bigelow Foundation
R.C. Bigelow Inc.
T and Natasha Blair 
Emil Blanco and Lauren Singer
Blaustein Family Charitable Trust
Julie and Steve Bliss
Perri Blitz and Jake Ulrich
Mike and Julie Blitzer
Katie and Steve Bodnar
BONDA
Dave and Tina Boudreau
Brandt Jackson Foundation
Blake Briscoe
Doug and Nicole Bross
Matt and Keri Bruce
Robert and Vanessa Bruder
Elise Bucknall
Matt Bujor
Gary and Susan Buonanno
Natalie and James Burtson
Calderwood Photography 
Paula Callari and Bob Kijek
Christy Cardone
Debra Carlucci 
Gene Celentano
Central Pilates Westport 
Jason Chandler
Eugene M. Cheston
Marylin Chou
Alex Christon and Christine Gould 
Bill Chudd and Gretchen Hoffman
Peggy Harwood and John Cissel

Clarion Capital Charitable Foundation
Art and Claudia Cohen
Scott and Meredith Cohen
Joan S. & Charles W. Coker Foundation
Amy Colbert
Roberta and Jim Conroy
Jamie and Kimberley Cooper
Eduardo Cortes
Jason Currier
Dada Salon 
Dee Daly and Al Pavlis
Todd Danos
Ben Dean and Natalie Jackson
Delamar Westport 
Heather Deng
Al and Caitlin Diaz
Peter and Bridgette diBonaventura
Jill Dillon
Tom Dippel and Anne Nolte
Andrew and Lenore Douglas
Alex Drolet and Robyn Shepherd
Alex Dunev and Megan Weitz 
Courtney Dunne
David and Mardi Durkin
Marty Durkin
Geoff and Silvia Durno
Ray and Mary Eckert
Elicit Brewing Company
James Elkus and Betsy Ewing
Troy Ennico and Lisa Chu-Ennico
Sean and Sharon Epps
Brad and Barbara Evans
Fairfield County’s Community  
   Foundation
Michael and Kelly Fallquist
Eric Farber
Feather & Fringe 
Virginia Ferrari
Roger and Wendy Ferris 
Bruce Fishkin Scholarship Fund
Jim Fitzpatrick and Sarah French
Larry and Megan Foley
Rich and Liz Fontana
Catherine Foster Ellison
Clay Fowler
Neil and Elise Gabriele
Shaun and Natalie Gagnon
Christina Galligan
Kathleen and Greg Garvey
Ghost Tequila 
Adam and Jen Goldberg
Matthew Goldfine
Nate and Julie Gooding
The Goodnow Fund
Jay and Jill Gumberg Gormley
Laura and Jeff Graybill
Meghan Greco
Robert and Veronica Green
Mike Greenberg and  
    Stacy Steponate Greenberg
Sam Greenberg

GFA Parents’ Association
Jim and Bailey Haas
Jon and Lisa Haas
Roopali and Pete Hall
Ann and Fred Hammer
Wil and Papri Harkey
David and Jill Harmston
Craig Harris
Bob and Robbi Hartt
Janet and John Hartwell
Peggy Harwood
Lori Hashizume and Doug Fried
Will and Abby Hausberg
Haute Energy
Sam and Casey Haverstick
The Per and Astrid Heidenreich  
    Family Foundation
Kim Hein
Adam and Sheila Helfant
Carol and Harry Heller
Jayme Heller
Henry C. Reid 
Brian and Tricia Himot
Ron and Kathy Hodge
Andrew Hoercher
Terry and MJ Hogan
Ann Merrifield Hoopes
Michael Horgan
Horizons Bridgeport
Ward and Alexa Horton
Trig and Alice Horton
Arlene and John Howard
Mark and Brooke Howat
John Howe
The Inglesea Charitable Trust
International Marketing Systems
Isabelle et Vincent Bakery 
J. McLaughlin
Paul and Kelly Jacobson
Tony and Brenda Jannotta
Chris Jewell
Hilary Johnston
Brad and Steph Jordan
Dean Kardamis 
Shannon Keefe
Keishaana Kelly
Charlie and Libby King
Ronnie and Gentry Klein
Preston and MJ Koster
Jim Kreitler
John and Heather Kreitler
Henry Kreitler
Hobart & Sally Kreitler Foundation
The Kreitler Foundation
Rick and Kelly Laferriere
Ken and Heidi LaFreniere
The Landegger Charitable  
   Foundation, Inc.
Ben Larrabee Photography 
Lynne Laukhuf
Lautenbach Family Foundation

HORIZONS GFA DONORS Thanks to the generous support of our community of donors, Horizons GFA is able to provide 
educational opportunities so our students can achieve their dreams.

Brian and Dana Lawlor
Atul and Laura Lele
Stew Leonard III Water Safety 
   Foundation, Inc. 
Jack Leslie and Caroline Pech
Michael and Michele Litt
Sheniqua Little
Peter and Claire Londa
Lone Pine Foundation
Brandon Lower
Brent and Anne Lowinger
Chris and Heather Luth
M&T Charitable Foundation
David and Sharon Mack
Steve Mackenzie
Ray Martin
Robert and Nancy Marx
Michael and Dana McCreesh
Kristen and Patrick McDonald
Brian and Monica McGrath
Brent McGroarty
Sarah McGuerran
Tom and Susan McInerney
Catherine R. McTague
Heidi Mehra
Douglas Mellinger
David and Jori Meyer
Preston Meyer
Michael Joseph’s Catering 
Michael Michaud Jewelry 
Jason Miller and Sally Kim
Kevin Minicus
Joann and Louis Mischianti
Marlowe Mitchell
Julie and Michael Mombello
Modern Dermatology 
Samantha and Dan Mooney
PJ and Jill Morelli
Jonathan and Cathleen Morgan
Kyle Morris
Jeremy and Susan Moss
Kimberly Gilman Mulligan  
   Charitable Fund
Tanya Murphy
Tom and Sophie Murphy
Richard and Nicole Murphy
Near and Far Aid Association
Dwight and Jenny Nelson
Victor and Deni Nesi
Judy and David Nessel
John Nevin
Tyler Nierendorf
Krishna and Lauren Nirmel
Melissa and Larry Norton
Sean O’Brian
Jon and Maria O’Herron
The O’Herron Family Foundation
The Old Oak Trust
Olympus Partners
Dan and Barbara Omohundro
Kevin Owens

Mike and Trish Paliotta
Sam and Missy Palmisano
Andy and Kristy Papadakos
Mike Pavlis
Betsy and Dave Perry
Tim Pettee
Jody Phillips
Dmitri Ponomarev and  
   Yanina Dusheyko
PopUp Bagels 
Rob and Julie Potack
Powell Family Foundation
Brian and Sherry Ramsay
The Ranch Hudson Valley 
Lis Bartol Reed and Peter Reed
Renaissance Charitable Foundation
Ashley and Ben Renshaw
Ilee and Vera Rhimes
Amanda Rieben
Mike and Lisa Rintoul 
Jeremy and Cory Rinzler
David and Carol Rinzler
Chris Rippey
Chris and Lynn Roesser
Jennifer Ronning
Chris and Jessica Ross
Kate Ruben Roth
Katherine Rothschild
Rowayton Seafood 
Nan and Richard Ruben
Gregory Ruben and Rachel Moranis
Ruscito and Head Family Foundation 
The Russell Agency 
Laurence and Brice Russian
Russo & Rizio, LLC
Arick and Katya Rynearson
Matt and Elizabeth Salem
Don and Jenny San Jose
Emily Sands
Joe and Amy Sarbinowski
SascoDead
Dan and Christina Seale
Seeds to Blooms 
Jennifer Seymour
Laura Shea
Lia Shea
Keith and Janet Sherin
Steve Shyn
Loraine Sievers
Melanie and Adam Smith
Cliff and Taylor Sosin
SoulCycle Westport 
Alex and Katie Sparkman
Mike and Karen Speller
Andrew and Lynne Stark
Stephen and Margaret Staunton
Russ and Tracey Stidolph
Allison and Matt Stine
Norma Stoltman
Bonnie and William Strittmatter
Tim and Tracey Stuart

Elora Sweedler
Gayle and Dave Tainter
Talmadge Hill Community Church
Jose and Julie Tamayo
Amy McMillan Tambini 
Roger and Bevo Tarika
Peter Tauck
TAY Jewellery 
Wubneh and Shilmat Tessema
Jozef Thur
Polly and Stuart Tilghman
Marc and Caren Tishfield
The Town Cellar 
John and Katie Traynor
The Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation
Hunter and Sage Tremaine
Nathalie Turner
Carlyle and David Upson III
Mark and Emily Valkenburgh
Rich and Claire Van De Berghe
Hendrick Vandamme
Vanguard Charitable
Rob Verrengia
Viking Global
Jim Villa
Michael and Linda Vitelli
Henry and Meredith Von Kohorn
VSB Jewels 
Jay and Eileen Walker 
Brian and Abbe Water
DeVer and Sofia Warner
Brian and Lorraine Watkins
Catherine and Tom Watson
Melinda and Donald Weber
John and Nicole Weeldreyer
Paul and Astrid Weismann
The Weismann Foundation
Pamela Weldon
Westport Rotary Club Foundation
Tom and Michele Whelan
Bob and Annie Whelan
John and Jennifer Whelen
Joel and Nicole Whidden
Jeff and Alexi Whitaker
Susan Whitby
Devin and Meeghan White
Laura and Paul Whitmore
James Whitney
Andrew and Stephani Whittaker 
The Whittaker Family Foundation
Ralph and Ashley Williams
Tiger and Caroline Williams 
WiltonRe
Connor Wood
Steve and Heather Woodworth
Eric and Jessica Wylie
Tim and Alexis Yates
Lisa Swan Young
Zia Charitable Foundation
Vince Zilnicki 

These individuals and organizations supported our students during the period of December 1, 2024 through November 1, 2025. 



I have a totally different child. He was literally saved 
emotionally and academically by Horizons GFA!     

– 6th grade parent

Horizons is fun and I feel a part of the community. 
They help us improve not just academically but as a 

person too!    

– Horizons GFA 8th Grader

I love being a part of the HGFA team. It’s such a 
welcoming and supportive environment that truly feels 

like home. I can’t wait to come back!   

– 3rd Grade Teacher

It’s a friendly place where you learn while having fun!

– Horizons GFA 4th Grader

SUPPORT HORIZONS GFA

PLEASE JOIN US

Winter Gala at The Knowlton 
February 26, 2026

Register Now! Givergy.us/WinterGala

Horizons GFA Open 
Country Club of Fairfield 

June 1, 2026

Donate your annual gift!
Gifts can be made by check, DAF, and more. 

Horizons GFA PreK-8 Program:  35 Beachside Avenue  Westport, CT 06880  |   203-256-7579   

Horizons GFA High School & College Programs: 1057 Broad Street, 2nd Floor  Bridgeport, CT 06605  |   203-330-0033

 @horizonsgfawww.HorizonsGFA.org             


